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“When you go 

home 

Tell them of us 

and say 

For your 

tomorrow 

We gave our 

today.” 
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Radis  is a family-owned business, our services range from short, 15-
minute visits through to full 24-hour care, including Live In, Supported 
Housing and  Complex Care.  This allows a bespoke care plan to be 

created so our clients can access our full continuum of care. 

We provide these  services  to  a  range of Service User groups including 
Younger Adults, Older  eople, people with Learning Disabilities, people with Physical Disabili-

ties and people with Mental Health conditions. 

Included in our role we can assist with: 

 Companionship 

 Personal care 

 Clinical  care  needs  such  as ventilation, PEG, continence care, 

 Autonomic Dysreflexia management, tracheostomy care 

 Medication 

 House work & shopping 

 And much more 

Our focus on consistency in staffing and approaches ensures that individuals’ dignity, choice 

and control are maintained at all times, in all circumstances. 

If you would like to discuss your care options please call us on: 

03301008199 or email us at enquiries@radis.co.uk 

mailto:enquiries@radis.co.uk
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Fully Fitted Bathrooms & Boilers 

Plumbing & Heating Services 
Oil & Gas 

Power Flushing 

System Upgrades 

Boiler Installation 

Hot & Cold Water Services 

Insulation/Energy Efficiency 

Free Advice/Surveys 

www.fullyfittedbathrooms.co.uk 

Jason Clarke 

34 North Street, Wicken 

t: 07909 683 842    e: info@fullyfittedbathrooms.co.uk  
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Cover Picture 

Published six times per year in April, June, August, October, 
December and February.  Circulation 375.  Delivered free to 
every household in the parish. £1 when purchased 
 

Editor  
Merrilyn Fry  

4 Stretham Road  Wicken  CB7 5XH 
01353 720080 

mer.724@btinternet.com 
 

Treasurer and Advertising Manager 
Nigel Davies 

28 Chapel Lane  Wicken 
Taximan19CLH@aol.com 

01353 721037 
 

Distribution 
Sue Wilson 

28 Chapel Lane  Wicken 
01353 721037 

 

Advertising Rates 
 

Small adverts (B&W) are £5.00 per issue.  
 

Display advertising per annum (6 issues):  
 

1/8 page  £15.00  1/4 page    £30.00 
1/2 page  £55.00 Whole page £100.00 

 

We make every effort to ensure contents are correct but regret we cannot 
accept responsibility for errors or omissions. 
Liability to our advertisers for errors and omissions attributable to us is limited 
to credit or reimbursement of the price paid by them for advertising in the issue 
in which their erroneous or omitted advertising occurred. 
Please note that views expressed in published articles are not 
necessarily those held by the A&A team.’ 

Around & About Wicken 

Taken by Peter Fry 

http://www.fullyfittedbathrooms.co.uk
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The Staploe Medical Centre:-Open: Weekdays 8.30am – 6.00pm; 
Saturdays 8.30am – 10.30am 

Tel:    Appointments     01353 624121 

Prescriptions and Dispensary   01353 624122 

Emergencies Enquiries and Home Visits 01353 624123 

 

Painter & Decorator - Kevin Jennings 01353 698285  

Pilates 

Prestige Fire safety Ltd 

01353 749611 

01353 886006 

liz.dolman@lovepilates.co.uk 

info@prestigefiresafety.com 

www.prestigefiresafety.com 

Prime Book Keeping Services 01353 664453 www.primebs.co.uk 

Radis Community Care 0330 1008199 enquiries@radis.co.uk 

Rock Vox Choir  www.rockvoxchoir.co.uk 

Secretarial/Admin Assistance 01353 725126 jmjwatkins@talktalk.net 

Specialist Dyslexic Teacher 01353 667035  

Spinney Abbey Meat 07803 132561 jonny@spinneyabbey.co.uk 

Steves Coal 01353 771491 www.stevescoal.co.uk 

TH Tree Surgery 07442 53472 
01638 724000 

info@thtreesurgery.co.uk 
www.thtreesurgery.co.uk 

The Beauty Loft 01353 665033 www.thebeautyloftely.co.uk 

The Five Miles, No Hurry 

The Maids Head 

01353 721654 

01353 720727 

www.fivemilesinn.com 

info@maidsheadwicken.com 

The Foot Clinic (Chiropody) 07909 943171 marisa.jolley@live.co.uk 

Toppers Hair Design 01353 663773  

Wicken Fen, National Trust 01353 720274 www.wicken.org.uk  

Wicken Four Wheel Drive 01353 722434 www.wicken4x4.co.uk 

Wicken Heating & Plumbing  Service 01353 722613  

Yoga at Butts Farm, Sophie Leek 01353 721681 sophie.leek@tiscali.co.uk 

   

Jager Pest Control 01353 361688 
07526 797711 

 

J. Woodroffe Building Maintenance 01353 721857  

K-domestic electrical 01638 610438 
07541 008613 

enquiries@k-elecsolutions.com 
www.k-elecsolutions.com 

Lode Sports Injury Practice 

Marks Yard Clearance 

07872 499209 

07549 341842 

www.karenabouzar.co.uk 
karenabouzar@hotmail.co.uk 

Maths & Science Tuition 07826 620889  
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Advertiser Phone E-mail/Web 

A P Bramley 01638 720322  

Air Broadband 01223 653400 sales@airbroadband.co.uk 

AJM Property Enhancement 0752 681391  

Alex JP Scott Photography 01353 969917  

Allen’s Skip Hire 01353 881047 www.allenskiphire.co.uk 

Architectural Design service 0799 275841 daniel@dcn-design.com 

Art Psychotherapist 07515 512321  

Auricular Acupuncture 07716 411489  

Barn at Butts Farm 
Self Catering Cottage 

0845 2680785 www.english-country-
cottages.co.uk 

Bishop Fireplace & Chimney Services Ltd 01366 377283 
01353 860391 

Fireplaces/Liners 
All other enquiries 

Business Web Promotions 01353 648 057  neil@elymt.co.uk  

Carpenter - Andy Davies 01353 724588 
07895 016658 

andydaviesccl@hotmail.com 

Carpentry & Building Services 01353 741025 
07719 615248 

 

C E Fuller & Co Funeral Director 01353 720439  

Co-op Funeral Service 01353 922000  

Crown Garage 01353 720779 www.crowngarage.co.uk 

Dapper Dogs of Wicken 01353 624610  

David Knock, Plasterer 07786 620274  

Davies Carpentry 01353 724588 
07895 016658 

andydaviesccl@hotmail.com 

Domestic Appliance Repairs 01353 699600 
07867 553836 

 

D T A Plumbing & Heating 07955 321274  

Dragonfly Cottage B&B 01353 727054 www.dragonflycottage.co.uk 

Ely Design Group 01353 649649 mail@elydesigngroup.co.uk 
www.elydesigngroup.co.uk 

Fancypants 01638 723003 info@fancypantscostumes.co.uk 

Fairstead House School & Nursery 01638 662318 www.fairsteadhouse.co.uk 

Fenland Spirit Services (Gardening) 07753 836499  

Footcare in your own home 07773 615535  

Fully Fitted Bathrooms and Boilers 01353 720185 www.fullyfittedbathrooms.co.uk. 

Hair Shop 01353 722734  

Ian Bailey, Decorator 07798 711472  
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Editor’s Note 

Well it’s Autumn already, however it was a long hot 

summer and some of you may be relieved ….and now 

we get to appreciate the changing colours around 

us. 

If you use one of our advertisers please could you 

mention that you found them in A&A.  

The closing date for copy, early submissions are 

always appreciated, for the December 2018/January 

2019 issue of Around and About is: 

Friday  3rd November 2018.  

Articles can be submitted verbally, hand written  or 

electronically -  Word or Publisher files. Please note 

that pdf files do not reproduce well and are often 

difficult to resize proportionally. However you choose 

to submit items please ensure that  your name and 

contact details are included. 

Photographs & images should be submitted 

separately please, e.g. jpg.files. 

Please remember that the magazine is produced in 

A5 format and, with the exception of the cover pages 

is printed in black and white. 

Thank you, 

Merrilyn 

Harvest Concert 

Join us for a free concert from the Wicken Coro-
nation band.  

Sunday 14th October, 6.30pm at St Laurence’s 
church. 

Refreshments will be served, donations wel-
come.  

Cecile Bye 

mailto:neil@elymt.co.uk
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Report from the Parish Clerk 

I’m pleased to say last year’s accounts have been passed by 

external auditors and the Council is now working on next 

year’s budget.  They have identified several projects around 

the village, including repairs to the Mortuary Chapel in the 

Cemetery and resurfacing the Cemetery paths, repairing the 

Church wall and resurfacing part of the byway between 

Wicken and Soham so it can be used as a cycle path.  Once 

all the quotes for the work have been received, the Council 

will decide which the Parish can afford, which need to be 

saved up for and if there are any ways we can get grants 

towards the costs.   

 

Smaller projects include a mirror at the top of Lode Lane to 

improve visibility of oncoming traffic when exiting the 

Lane.  Clearing out the village pond is also on the list.  I am 

waiting for a quote to hire the necessary man and machine 

to dig out the pond and, all being well, the work will be 

done in the next few weeks.   

 

If there is something around the village you feel could be 

improved, please let me or one of the Councillors know so it 

can be discussed and action taken where possible.  You need 

to bear in mind though, that if something involves another 

agency, Highways for instance, the Parish Council can only 

ask,  they can’t demand even if it’s something you, and 

they, feel very strongly about.  Unfortunately, even when the 

Parish Council think it’s obvious something needs to be 

done, if East Cambs District Council or Cambs County 

Council don’t agree, there is nothing the Parish Council 

can do.  This doesn’t mean they give up though, they do 

keep trying, just in case the ‘no’ turns into a ‘yes’ just to get 

rid of them! 

 

Some of the Vicarage Allotments, off Butts Lane, will be 

coming vacant in the next few weeks.  If anyone is 

interested  in an allotment   this I s a good  time to start  as  
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Ely 721681 or 

sophie.leek@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 

 
PAINTER 

& 
DECORATOR 

 
 

NIGEL INGRAM 
CARPENTRY AND BUILDING SERVICES 

Professional affordable service 

Free quotations and advice 

Telephone: 01353 741025 

Mobile: 07719 615248 

Wicklow House 29a Lode Way Haddenham, 
CB6 3UL 
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Speedwatch Wicken 

Your new speed detection equipment is on order. Two 
units, one for each end of the Village, will soon appear. 
These units are highly sophisticated. In addition to their 
function during SpeedWatch sessions, the signs log 
data like traffic flow and speed when left unattended. 
Be prepared to see the signs in stealth mode as well as 
fully functioning speed warning signs. 
 
If you would like to join our SpeedWatch team please 

contact either of us. Training sessions will start immediately the new 
equipment is delivered. 
 
Again, we would like to thank Wicken residents, the Parish Council, 
Community Fund, Wicken Village Fete, our Police Coordinator and Local 
SpeedWatch coordinator for their support. 

 
John Adams and Carl Shavitz 
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MARQUEES FOR HIRE 

The Parish Council has four marquees  
available for hire by residents and businesses 

of the Parish of Wicken 

The Marquees measure 2 x 30’ x 30; 1 x 30’ x 20’ and 1 x 20’ x 15’ 

Competitive rates of hire 

Technical assistance available to support you as you erect them 

See them at the village fete this year 

Why not book them for your own party? 

All proceeds raised will be used to support projects in the village 
 

Phone: Susan Woodroffe (Clerk to the Parish Council)  
for further details on 721857. 

Parish Councillors 

Cécile Bye 24 High Street    624378 

Jim Day Red Barn Farm    720281 

Peter Fuller Thorn Hall, Lower Road   720602 

Jonny Fuller 35 Stretham Road    723832 

Marc Hawes Sheep Walk Cottage, Padney Road 624895 

Liz Houghton (Chair) 17 Chapel Lane    723157 

Jilly Rogers   4 Butts Lane    721611 

Liz Tory Maddog Cottage, Upware  722203 

Sue Wilson 28 Chapel Lane    721037 

Clerk: Susan Woodroffe 21 Chapel Lane    721857 

you can prepare the plot before the winter sets in and it will 

be ready for planting in the spring.  Rent is very low, at only 

£15 per year for a small plot and £20 for a larger one.  Give 

me a call if you want more information and start saving 

money by harvesting your own crops next year! 

 

Susan Woodroffe 

Clerk for Wicken Parish Council 

21 Chapel Lane 

01353 721857 
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James Clark 

Full Pest Control, Wildlife 
Management & Environmental 
Services 

 

Contact - 01353 361688 

Mobile - 07526 797711 

 

Based in Wicken 

 

Fully Qualified BPCA Diploma 
1 & 2 

IOSH H & S Certificate 

 

Quality Assurance Guaranteed 

Pest Control 

Rats Mice 

Bees Wasps 

Ants Fleas 

Flies Moths 

Caterpillars  

Cockroaches 

Bed Bugs 

Wildlife Management  
 
Deer Foxes 

Moles  Mink 

Rabbits 

Squirrels 

Birds (Pest Species) 

All Contract work undertaken 
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30 MPH/40MPH ?? 

Sadly not everyone can support the feeling that the 40 mph buffer zone, 
installed at each end of the village, has had a significant effect in reducing the 
speed of vehicles coming through the village. 

Pat and Dawn, at the Soham end of the village, have found that vehicles 
continue to overtake in the 40 mph zone and into the 30 mph zone as they 
pass the church. Crossing the road continues to prove risky as cars and 
HGV’s speed by showing no sign of slowing down unless they have to at the 
pinch point. 

At the Stretham end of the village we have found that vehicles, including 
lorries, continue to speed in both directions, throughout the day and night. If 
anything it feels that the average speed has increased rather than decreased.   

We can but hope that, once received the use of the new speed detection 
equipment  (see article on page 42) will result in the desired reduction of 
speeding through our  village. 

In the meantime we can hope that the opening of the bypass will result in less 
traffic using the A1123. The closure of the A1123 for road rebuilding may give 
us some tempoiray relief and may hopefully also have a longer term effect on 
the overall number of vehicles coming through the village as they may 
discover the Ely bypass ……... 

Pat, Dawn & Merrilyn 
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Wall & Floor Tiling 

Internal & External Plastering 

Artex & Coving 

City & Guilds Approved 

Qualified Assessor 

Free Estimates 

20 Years Experience 

22 Briar Grove, Ely, Cambs CB6 2EU 

Mobile 07786 620274 

DAVID KNOCK PLASTERING 

BRYAN LELY 
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS 

WASHING MACHINES             DISHWASHERS 

TUMBLE DRYERS       COOKERS FRIDGES 

VACUUM CLEANERS 

80 Cannon Street 

Little Downham 

Nr Ely                         Telephone 01353 699 600 

Cambs CB6 2SS        Mobile 07867 553 836 

Auricular Acupuncture. Shiatsu. 
Electro  Acupuncture. 

 Back Pain. 
WEIGHT CONTROL.  

Most conditions Treated. 
 Free consultation. 

 50% Discount for new patients.  
Alison Basil E.A.S.S. (t) 

Fen Farm 11 Padney Rd CB7 5YE 
01353722649  07716411489 

ajoybasil@yahoo.co.uk  
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ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS 
 

FOR 
 

PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATION APPLICATIONS 
 

EXTENSIONS, ALTERATIONS, LOFT CONVERSIONS ETC 

 
CONTACT US now to arrange a FREE on-site meeting 

at your convenience to discuss your project. 
 

01353 649649 
mail@elydesigngroup.co.uk 

 
ELY DESIGN GROUP 

‘Architecture by Professionals’ 
www.elydesigngroup.co.uk 

Calling All Runners 

Join the Wicken Running Group – starting Sunday Oct 7
th
 9 am 

 
We (Caroline and Lewis) are starting an informal Wicken Running Group to 
encourage villagers who like running (or want to like running more) to run 
socially. Its going to be very relaxed, basically a location and start time. 
Distance and pace will be varied according to who is there but all standards 
and speeds are very welcome. It will be either Lewis or Caroline running each 
week, depending on work and childcare.  
 
Meet every Sunday at 9am by the children’s playpark on Pond Green (next to 
our house).   
 
We have been in the village a year and are sure there are many people we 
still haven’t met. If any of you can be tempted to run and be sociable come 
along!   
 
Any questions or for more information email caroline.robinson@me.com 
Also get in touch if you like the principle but the time/day doesn’t work for 
you. 

Caroline Robinson 

mailto:ajoybasil@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.elydesigngroup.co.uk
mailto:caroline.robinson@me.com
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Upware Residents Association Meeting 

Wednesday 24th October at 7:30 p.m. 

In the Snooker Room at The Five Miles 

ALL RESIDENTS WELCOME 

Gwynneth Griffiths 
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Are you in Self-Employed or in Business? 
Need help with your financial paperwork? 

Put your finances in the hands of 

Prime Bookkeeping Services 
Self assessment tax returns, VAT, Bookkeeping 

  
Call David on 01353 664453 

www.primebs.co.uk  

 

 

Life isn’t about waiting for the winds to 

change 

It’s learning to adjust your sails. 

 



38 

 

Poppy pf Poppies 

We still have a few places  for anyone who wants to take part in this 
year's Living Advent Calendar. All you need is a window that can be 
seen from the street by passersby. 
Through December participants will decorate and display their 
window from a certain date until Christmas day. 
 
Please contact  Sara (Rains) on 07999597148 to add your name to the 
list. 

Living Advent Calendar 

Remembrance Sunday 
11

th
 November 2018 

 
Last Call for each household to contribute to the creation of a 
Poppy of Poppies. 
 
Make up 3 poppies… knitted, crocheted or made from felt, mate-
rial, card, etc. The size to be between 7 and 12cm or 3 and 
5inches in diameter. 
 
All completed poppies to be taken to Liz Houghton at 17 Chapel 
Lane before 1 November 2018. 
 
Please bring your display of memorabilia to set-up in the village 
hall on Saturday, 10 November @ 5pm to 7pm. 
 
All donations of cakes, sandwiches and savoury eats to be deliv-
ered on 11 November to the village hall between 9 and 9:30am. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact the following people if you have 
any queries: 
 
Caroline Delph-  07866 862668 
Dalene Musora-  725968 / 0794 4219537 
Liz Houghton-    723157 
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Wicken Playground Fundraising 

We are raising money in order to update the Pond Green playground. Follow-
ing feedback from consultations with villagers, we have selected a design 
which will make the playground safer, more inclusive and will encourage 
more active multi-user play.  

In order to qualify for funding from Amey Cespa, we need to raise 11% of the 
project cost. This is approximately £4200. Many of you will have seen us at 
the summer fete, where we were sharing the plans and collecting donations.  

We have a Facebook page (Wicken Playground Fundraising) where the 
plans can be viewed and updates are posted, and also a JustGiving page 
where you can donate to help us achieve our target (you can type in the fol-
lowing address bit.ly/2MtfdXd, or scan the QR code below with a 
smartphone).  

Recently, we have received a grant of £1500 from East 
Cambs District Council. So far, this has brought our fund-
raising total up to £1896. We are very nearly halfway! 
Please spread the word and please donate whatever you 
can to improve this village facility.  

Cecile Bye 

Update on Wicken Fete 

A big thank you to Harrison Lens and Violet Turner from Wicken who 
walked home from St Andrew’s School and raised the grand total of £75 in 
sponsorship money. 

All involved enjoyed the lovely walk in spite of the heat, it was a very hot day, 
and the adults said the children were an absolute delight to trek and chat 
with. 

This brings the money raised in 2018 to a grand total of £2234.88. 

Jean Turner 

http://bit.ly/2MtfdXd
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AP BRAMLEY 
Countryside Services 

 

Tree Surgery/Felling 
Hedge Cutting 

LOGS 
Seasoned hardwood 

Free Delivery 
(Loose load or weather proof ‘wheely bag’ 

for easy storage) 
 

01638 720322 or 07720511098 

The Mobile Library visits every third Thursday: 

 

Upware Road, arriving at 
1400 hrs and departing at 1420 hrs. 

Wicken Village Hall, arriving at 
1430 hrs and departing at 1500 hrs 

 

For renewals or enquiries please call: 0345 045 5225 

 
 
 
 

Pilates and Yoga Classes 

Pilates Wed 8.45am, 12 Spaces Only 

Yoga. Beg Wed 8.45am, 12 Spaces Only 

Fen Farm, Padney, Wicken 

Please book your space! 

Mixed Ability Pilates Thurs 7pm 

Wicken Village Hall 

www. lovepilates.co.uk for info and details on  
other classes held in the local area 

Contact: Liz (07768) 155278 or 
liz.dolman@lovepilates.co.uk for info 

Mobile Library Service 
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Wicken has a shop!   
Spinney Abbey has been selling meat from the farm for over 10 years.  We started 
selling our meat from a garage but as sales increased we expanded and in 2012 
the new cutting room/farm shop was completed. We sell home reared, grass–fed 
Longhorn Beef, Gloucester Old Spots Pork, Spinney lamb and wild venison and 
with low overheads, we keep our prices down .  All orders large or small very wel-
come. 

 
We have a 5* Food Hygiene rating . We hold an alco-
hol Premises licence and produce and sell our Award 
Winning cider from the farm shop.  Prices for cider 
start at £13 for 3 litre Bag-in-Box. 
 
 
 

33-35 Stretham Road, Wicken. 
Jonny: 07803 132 561 

jonny@spinneyabbey.co.uk 
 

 

Opening hours: Saturday:  9am – Noon although please phone anytime as we are 
often there. 

 

www.spinneyabbey.co.uk 

mailto:jonny@spinneyabbey.co.uk
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Servicing & repairs to all makes & models 

                                                            
Motorhome servicing & repairs 

MOT’s class 4 & 7 
Air conditioning & LPG conversions 

Vehicle recovery 
Courtesy cars available 

4 Wheel Drive Specialists 

(01353) 722434 
Lower Road, Wicken, Ely, Cambs CB7 5YB 

Alex JP Scott 
Photography 

 
Family Portraits, Tutorials & 

Events 
Now taking bookings for the holiday 

season and beyond 
 

01353 969917 
alexjpscott@gmail.com 
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Swallowtails 

Swallowtails have continued to enjoy an interesting programme of events. In 
August we had a meal for 60+ members at the Five Miles Inn at Upware. This 
was much enjoyed by everyone, thanks to Dave and Lorraine for looking after 
us so well. At the end of the month we had a visit and musical show from ten 
members of the Rocking Ukulele Band from Ely who entertained us royally for 
almost an hour, something different much appreciated by the Members. 

In September we arranged an outing to Horning on the Norfolk Broads where 
we all enjoyed a riverboat trip onboard the Southern Comfort. This was a 
brilliant day, the weather was kind, and we were well looked after by Jans 
Coaches of Soham and the crew of the Riverboat. 48 Members attended, 
almost a full bus load. Our second meeting was a meal in the Village Hall 
prepared by Sue Wilson, thanks Sue it was lovely.  

Looking forward we have our ‘Harvest’ Meeting on 24
th
 October where we 

have a two course meal and a ‘Bring and Buy’ sale of Harvest Produce.  

Nigel Davis 
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Churches Together in Wicken 
 

Monthly Service of   

Healing 4.30pm at Wicken Methodist Church 

 Monday 8 October, Monday 12 November, Monday 10 December 
 

An opportunity to pray for our friends, families, community, the wider world and 
ourselves, by following a service with a flexible format. 
This is for Christians of all denominations and we also welcome anyone who feels 
they need prayer and have little or no experience of how to pray.  We would love to 
be able to help and to guide you towards a deeper understanding of spiritual healing 
and wholeness. 
If you would like to discuss this or, alternatively, if you would like to leave a prayer 
request, please refer to the contact details below.   
 

Tuesday morning  

Bible Study Tuesday mornings at 10.30am 

An opportunity to explore the Bible with fellow explorers, to ask questions and learn 
together. 
This is for both Christians and for those seeking to know more about the Christian 
faith in a relaxed atmosphere. 
If you would like to know more, please refer to the contact details below.  
 

Wednesday evening 

Home Group  7.30pm in Soham 

A small group of people meet midweek in Soham to help each other to grow in faith 
through sharing and prayer.  We are a non-denominational group and we come to-
gether for the sole purpose of fellowship and to offer praise and worship to God. 
Please consider joining our Home Group for a little midweek nurture and fellowship. 
Alternatively, if you are exploring the Christian faith, our group is also a good 
starting point to hear the gospel and to discuss any issues relating to faith in a 
friendly environment. 
We love new people coming along to join us, to breathe fresh life into the group, 
and it doesn’t matter where you are in your faith journey or if you are just dipping 
your toe in to see what it’s all about.   
We would love to hear from you.   

Julie Johnson – 01353 721260 – juliesmessages@outlook.com 
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The Village Foot Clinic 

Wilburton 
 

Clinic based & mobile Chiropody 
 

Appointments for: 

Diabetic foot care 
Corns, Callous & Cracked Heels 

Thickened Nail Reduction 
Fungal Skin & Nail Infections 

 
Full Assessment & Treatment 

£28 
 

Marisa Jolley MCFHP MAFHP 
 

Tel: 07909 943171 
 

marisa.jolley@live.co.uk 

MARK’S  
YARD CLEARANCE 

& 

DELIVERIES 

 
 

Fully licenced  
Distance no problem 

Any job done 
 
 
 
 

 
CALL MARK ON 
07549 341842 
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SWALLOWTAILS PROGRAMME 
Meetings at the Village Hall 

Door Fee £1.00 

24th Oct Harvest Lunch & Bring & Buy 1300 hrs 

7th Nov Charades 1400 hrs 

21st Nov Meal 1300 hrs 

5th Dec Christmas Party at the Hall 1400—1700 hrs 

19th Dec Christmas Meal at The Five Miles 
1230 for 1300 

hrs 



16 

 

Those walking on the fen during October and November will be rewarded by 
views over the spectacular autumn landscape as the fading golden brown 
reed head spikelets are highlighted by the low winter sun.  We’re looking 
forward to the return of autumn migrants such as widgeon, redwings, short-
eared owls and hen harriers.  Increasing numbers of lapwing and golden 
plover will be seen in numbers close to 2000 birds.  They often gather on bare 
fields and blend in so well that they are hard to see until you look closely.    

We’ll be embracing seasonal change in our outdoor activity sessions for under 
5s: Mucky Pups Autumn Fun will take place on Wednesday 10 and Thursday 
11 October, and Wild Weather on Wednesday 7 November and Thursday 8 
November.  We’re also planning some great half term activities: Autumn 
Adventure (age 3-11) on Monday 22 October, Geocaching (age 6+) on 
Wednesday 24 October, and the ever-popular Fenland Spooktacular (age 3-
11) on Friday 26 October.  Pre-booking is essential for these activities, see 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wicken-fen-nature-reserve/whats-on  

Preparations for Christmas will begin during November with our adult craft 
workshops.  You can create unique handmade items to decorate your home in 
festive style with Christmas Felt on Saturday 3 November, and Willow and 
Rush Christmas Decorations on Sunday 4 November and Friday 9 
November.  By the time you are reading this, tickets for Father Christmas at 
the Fen will be on sale.  This wonderful Christmas experience includes: 

meeting Father Christmas, completing 
our Christmas trail and making 
something festive in our Christmas crafts 
area.  This event always sells out quickly, 
so early booking is advised for the little 
ones in your family.  For further 
information see the ‘what’s on’ link 
above. 

 Widgeon (image by Richard Nicoll) 

 

Conserving and Preserving (25th September - 6th October)  

Join us at Anglesey Abbey this autumn as we uncover the secrets of the 
conservation work our teams do to preserve this special place. Discover the 
work we do to keep our mill wheel turning, our gardens flourishing and 
preserve Lord Fairhaven’s country home. 

In the House, discover the ten agents of deterioration that endanger the 
collection within each room and get involved in hands-on conservation 
activities. Why not take one of our seasonal tours – our Behind the Scenes 
tour provides an in-depth look at how our team prevents deterioration on the 
collection and in our Timely tour, discover the challenges of conserving a 
large collection of clocks.  

cont’d on page 20 

News from Wicken Fen & Anglesey Abbey 

33 

 

 
 
 
 

Mobile: 07955 321274 

 
Boiler breakdowns;  Heating system; 

Bathroom 

“England” 

What has happened 
to my England, 

The land of the free 
The land of my ancestors 

The land that nurtured me. 
 

This land so green and 
luscious with lanes, 

winding forever, 
With rivers and streams 
Mountains and moors 

Vistas that give only pleasure. 
 

Now the landscape is 
changing and, not for the better 

With buildings erupting 
Like fungi on flesh, 

A blot on the landscape forever? 
 

And now our roads are 
a nightmare with traffic 
that go on forever, with 
cars that go speeding 
like demented gnats 

and lorries so huge they’re 
a terror. 

 
So what is the answer 

to all this affray. 
Surely not more roads, 
to fill us with dismay. 

 
Claire Gould 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wicken-fen-nature-reserve/whats-on


32 

 

9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
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WICKEN HEATING & PLUMBING  
 

Rory Woodroffe, 
38 Chapel Lane, Wicken 

 

KITCHENS, BATHROOMS,  
SHOWERS, TILING &  
CENTRAL HEATING 

 

Installation and Repairs 
All work carried out by qualified tradesmen and 

guaranteed 
PHONE: ELY 722613 

Steves Coal 
Cambridgeshire Premier Coal Merchant 

 All types of solid fuel available including 
Premium House Coal and Smokeless 
Fuels. 

 Nets of Hardwood, Softwood Logs and 
Kindling. 

 Prices inclusive of delivery and a com-
mitment to deliver your fuel as quickly 
as possible. Usually no more than two 
days. 

 Check out our range of fuels on our 
Website www.stevescoal.co.uk 

 
Steves Coal 
Lt Downham 
Ely 
Phone 01353 771491 

Special offer 
Smokeless fuels 
from £300 per 

tonne 

Compost2u 
(Isle of Ely) 

Range of Gar-
den Products 
with competi-
tive prices all 
including free 
delivery! 

01353 771491 

www.compost2
uisleofely.co.uk 

New Customer 
special offer: 
£30 per tonne 
discount  
Quote Ref 
New30 

 

Advertise 
Here 

 

£15 p.a. 
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J. WOODROFFE 

Building maintenance & property 
repairs, windows, doors, roofing 

and all types of carpentry & joinery 
etc. 

All work carried out by  
qualified craftsmen 

 

Tel: Ely 721857 

IAN BAILEY 
DECORATION 

SERVICES 
No Jobs too big or too small. 

Free estimates. 

25 years experience. 
Tel: 07798 711472 

Cont’d from page 18 

At the Lode Mill, follow the story of the work taking place on the water wheel 
and discover how the agents of deterioration affect the mill. 

Pick up a Family Conservation Kit from reception and get stuck into exciting 
conservation activities around the property in your very own Conservation 
Trainee Logbook. Don’t forget to collect a stamp for each completed activity – 
if you finish the whole logbook you’ll be able to claim an exclusive conserva-
tion badge from reception!  

The garden will be alight with autumn colour – head to any of the tree lined 
avenues for a stunning autumnal view. We’ll also be putting on a ‘Meet the 
Gardener’ tour. Running once a week, you’ll be able to spend time with one of 
our knowledgeable gardeners as you discover what they’re working on and 
how they are creating the stunning displays for next year.   

Redwoods restaurant will be serving warming seasonal dishes and specials 
and our shop will have themed products available for you to take home a me-
mento of your visit to Anglesey Abbey.  

Julia Hammond 

Wicken Youth Brass Band 

I would like to congratulate the Wicken Youth Brass band on a brilliant 
concert in the Village Hall on Saturday 22nd September.  

If you didn’t go you missed a treat. They played a large selection of music 
ranging from Colonel Bogey to Vivaldi lasting nearly two hours with a break 
for refreshments. There were two excellent solos, and Robert’s leadership 
and his unique style introducing the various pieces was priceless. He had us 
all singing land of Hope and Glory and at one stage literally crying with 
laughter. 

There is a wealth of talent among these young players, and it certainly looks 
as though the future of the Band is secure. 

Jack White 
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ELIZABETH HOUGHTON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food Intolerance Testing 
Nutritional Therapy 

Human Iridology 
Equine Iridology 

 
 

t. 01353 723157 
e: ehh@houghtonhealth.co.uk 

 
Distributor of Forever Living Aloe Vera 

products and 
Cytoplan Food State supplements  
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AJM PROPERTY ENHANCEMENTS 

Does life get in the way of the garden you deserve? 

You work all week and then have to work all weekend as well in your garden, when do you get the chance to actually 

enjoy relaxing in it? 

We offer a competitive service and work hard to give you the garden you deserve. We offer advice on planting and 

know how to care for your plants. Let us enhance your garden with a regular or once off maintenance visit. 

I run a insured business which cares and wants to add your garden to our portfolio. 

Andrew McMahon 07592681391 / www.facebook.com/ajmpropertyenhancements 

email ajmcarpentry@talktalk.net / website carpenterincambridge.co.uk 

An excellent summer… it was good for some of us to feel the warmth and 
heat of the sun. 

Many thanks to Mrs Sonia Jones and Mrs Margaret Harding for cooking up a 
hearty breakfast, enjoyed by many. We missed your presence Mrs Liz Jugg. 

 

12 October 2018 
We meet at Mrs Liz Jugg’s home to fill Shoeboxes and if you’d like to make 
up Poppies for the Remembrance creation, come on over to 48 Drury Lane @ 
10:30am. 

 
09 November 2018 
We’ll probably be visiting a new home or going out on a trip, Dalene will let us 
know, also starting out @ 10:30am. 
 

14 December 2018 
Our annual get together with our elders for the Christmas meal in the village 
hall. 

 
Contact: Caroline Blott  Liz Jugg   Dalene 
     721480    968838         0794 4219537 

Coffee Morning 

 

Don't go around saying the world owes you a 

living. The world owes you nothing. 

It was here first. 

Mark Twain 
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WICKEN REMEMBRANCE DAY 
SUNDAY 11th NOVEMBER 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10:00 AM 
Service of Remembrance at 
Wicken Methodist Church 

 
 

10:45 AM (approx) 
PROCEED TO THE WAR MEMORIAL 

 
 

10:50 AM 
WAR MEMORIAL: LAYING OF WREATHS AND 

2 MINUTES SILENCE 
 
 
 

Wreaths available through Martin Hopkins 01353 720224 
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The Little Chapel in the Fens …… Memories 

The recent article regarding the Harvest Festival at The Little Chapel in the 
Fen brought memories flooding back for me. 

I vividly remember attending the Little Chapel five times on a Sunday, for 
Sunday School in the morning, then Morning Service, followed by Afternoon 
Sunday School, then the Afternoon Service and finally the Evening Service. 
Various ladies and gentlemen would deliver sermons, I can only remember 
Jonathon Earl’s Grandfather, I think he was possibly the last person to 
preach.  

We had an Annual Anniversary and a Sunday School Annual Outing, always 
to Hunstanton with a fish and chip lunch. 

Before the days of radio, television and telephones, what else was there to 
do?? People used to go to the Little Chapel and have a sing song, my 
Grandmother told me once the Chapel would be packed. They sang ‘Sankey 
Hymns’ with enthusiasm. 

This was at a time when there were many more families living in the fens and 
some families from Waterbeach fen joined in. They would take the ferry at the 
Jolly Anglers Pub in Waterbeach Fen. 

I don’t think the youngsters of today would understand but 80 years ago that 
was our entertainment, there was little else to do.  

Memories……… 

Alfie Sennitt 
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Jon & Amy welcome you to 

THE MAIDS HEAD 

Wicken 
 

Bar open every day - Monday from 5pm 

Tuesday - Sunday from 12noon 
 

Restaurant open Tues - Sat 12noon - 9pm 

Sunday 12noon - 6pm 
 

Great ales, good choice of lagers, ciders, wines & spirits 

    Cask Marque Award 

Homemade and locally sourced food 
 

info@maidsheadwicken.com / 01353 720727 

 

BOOK NOW FOR CHRISTMAS PARTIES    
AND CHRISTMAS DAY! 

Menus available from the pub or online 
Small and large parties welcome 
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ELY AND DISTRICT CAMRA 

RURAL PUB OF THE YEAR 

Monday: 
Main Course and Dessert £9.95 

 

Tuesday: 

Bangers & Mash £5.95 

 

Wednesday 

Selection of home made pies £7.95 

 

Thursday: 

12 oz Beer Battered Cod and Chips £8.95 

 

Riverside Restaurant 
Sports Bar and Family Room 

Large Lounge Bar 
Lovely Riverside Garden 

 

Now selling Ladies Fashion Clothing, unique to this area - come 
and have a look. 

 

Check the new website: 

www.fivemilesinn.com 

E-mail: enquiries@fivemilesinn.com 

01353 721654 

 
LIVE MUSIC EVERY Friday NIGHT 

 
From 9:00 p.m. 

http://www.fivemilesinn.com
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Bookings for the Village Hall 
The Village Hall has excellent facilities and there are generous discounts available 
for villagers. The website www.wickenvillagehall.org.uk has full details of rents, 
facilities and availability. To book the Village Hall please check the Hall diary on 
the website for availability, contact one of the committee members (preferably 
Jean Turner chairman on 01353 727054) to reserve the date, then download the 
booking form, complete it and drop it into Jean. 
 

Regular Events in the Village Hall 

Village Hall Management Committee Trustees 
Current Committee trustees are:  

Jean Turner (Chair) T:727054        Sophie Leek (Secretary) T:721681 
Jack White (Treasurer) T 723342 Caroline Blott T:721480 Jason Clark 

Carol Clay 7 T 21555 Sonia Jones T:727140 Jilly Rogers T:721611  
Sue Wilson T 721037 

Monday 

4.00 - 8.30 pm 

 
Horizons Academy Ballet  

Tuesday 

9.30-12noon 
  
Afternoon & 
evening 

  
Fen Tiggers: Baby and toddler playgroup  
  
*****Available for Hire*****  

Wednesday 

Alternate 
Wednesdays 
Lunch time/2pm 
 
7pm 

 
Swallowtails: for all those wanting to get to meet 
people in the village and enjoy varied activities together  
 
 

Wicken Coronation Band practice 

Thursday 

7-8pm 

  
Pilates - Mat, Ring and Band work - Mixed Ability 

Friday 

1.30 pm - 3.30pm 

4.00 – 8.30pm 

 
Art Class 
Horizons Academy Ballet (from September).  
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Dog Tales 

In our time they can never be left to roam freely, but I can’t recall a surfeit of 
dogs roaming the village at ant time during my childhood here. Most of them 
were farm dogs living off dinner leftovers, kept lean enough to hunt when the 
chances came. Some liked water round them, some loathed it, most of them 
were loyal to their rigid masters and nobody else. 

Yet traffic reduced their numbers. The way through the village came in 929 
and there were casualties. All three dogs in my early life were killed on the 
road. Farm dog Joe had already lost half a leg to a harvest binder but he 
grew used to it and could run freely, if no longer at a rabbit’s pace. My uncle 
replaced him with a collie greyhound, a delight when he arrived and who 
never grew into the mould of a farm dog. He didn’t have time. A car 
hammered him to death. In the meantime my sister brought home to Cross 
Green a tiny dog with a withered hind leg. She saved him from being put 
down and he soon demonstrated his speed for hunting.  

We took him with us to Red Barn in 1936 where his full potential was seen 
with the visit of a threshing team. Mice and rats set up home in the corn 
stacks and they moved downwards as the stacks reduced. Then they shot 
out in numbers large and small and Bill, as we named him, snatched every 
one that came his way, killing them with a single crunch to go for another. 
The workers cheered him. Nor did he ignore the mice, chewing and 
swallowing every one, leaving him distended and disgusting all night long 
and into the next day. 

But how he enjoyed farm life. He shared with the second Joe for a short 
time, two fights deciding them to live in harmony. So soon after arriving my 
father died and we had to face a future elsewhere. What to do about Bill 
forced me to postpone the move. But I had to concede and my concerns 
were all for Bill. What could he do left in a tiny dwelling, which it had to be, 
while the three of us were working? I had a miserable time thinking about it. 

Then a late job for me in more primitive times was to take a tumbrel load of 
corn to the mill, the one that stands now. The men there did the unloading 
while Bill nosed around having come with me in the cart. He disappeared 
and I called him. I heard a thump and a screech of brakes and he lay there, 
head up then down, dead. My choice aunt Kate, living so near, came over 
offering sympathy. An act of God? 

My choice dog after that belonged to my sister in Burwell, her solace after 
her husband’s death. Judy she was called, utterly loyal to him, staying 
behind on the land if he had left anything behind. During her late years she 
would sit beside me on the sofa, head on my shoulder, looking into my eyes. 
Honoured thus I missed her badly. My sister’s second dog liked me a lot less 
but we learned to get along. 

Tony Day 



26 

 

C. E. FULLER & CO. 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

23, Hall Street, Soham. 
 

AN OLD ESTABLISHED 
FAMILY FIRM 

 

Private Chapel of Rest 
Floral tributes and memorials supplied 

 

Tel: Ely 720439 

Davies Carpentry 
Floor Restoration & All Carpentry Work 
 

Andy Davies 
City & Guilds Qualified Carpenter & Joiner 
 
3 Old School Lane 
Upware 
 

01353 724588 / 07895 016658 
 

andydaviesccl@hotmail.com 

 
  
 
 
 

All Tree and Hedge Work Undertaken 

Garden/Site Clearance 

Seasoned Fire Wood 

NPTC Qualified and Fully Insured 
 

info@thtreesurgery.co.uk 

www.thtreesurgery.co.uk 

  

07442534712 

01638724000 
Registered Office No. 09024849 
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Get ready for Christmas with all the activities we have at the Hall! 
 

Wicken’s own Christmas Fair 
Sunday 18 November 

12 noon - 4 pm 
The Hall will be full of tempting goodies: jewellery, crafts, gifts of all kinds, 

local produce and confectionary to help you find that perfect gift  
or just to treat yourself! 

We’ll be serving hot bacon butties, a seasonal vegetarian curry, festive mince 
pies, mulled wine, teas, coffees and home-made cakes. 

So come along and join us for this ideal chance to get ahead on your Christ-
mas shopping and to chat to friends and neighbours. 

    
Thank you …. 

A big thank you to everyone who came and enjoyed the Picnic round the 
Pond. 

We must have had over 100 people on the most gorgeous late summer after-
noon. It’s great to see lots of people, young and old, enjoying our fabulous 
Coronation Band, the Punch and Judy show, face painting, the coconut shy 

and the lovely village greens.  
That's what is special about living in a village community and being able to 

meet up like that and just relax and enjoy ourselves. The Hall Committee are 
committed to creating events and gatherings so that we can come together as 

a community so please do join us for the next community event…… 
 

A Christmas wine and cheese village get together 
Saturday 1 December from 7pm onwards…. 

Join us in the Hall for an informal get together to celebrate the festive season. 
Drop in for an hour or so or as long as you like! There will be lots of wine, 
cheeses, fruit and crackers [gluten free and vegan diets catered for too!] If 

you prefer you can bring your own wine and join in with the cheeses. 
We’ll be entertained by the fabulous Rox Vox choir 

with their wide variety of music. 
We’re planning to charge just £5 a ticket and the wine and cheeses will be 

unlimited [within reason!] 
Tickets will be available from members of the committee or call Jean Turner 

on 07850 433472 or turn up the night and get a ticket on the door. 

    
Upkeep of the Hall 

The Hall Management Committee are committed to improving the Hall so it 
meets your needs. Remember there is a Book Sale always available on the 
Hall so do drop in for some new reading material. Or drop off any books you 

no longer need. 
Please don't hesitate to let us know if there are any other changes you’d like 

to see and we’ll certainly consider them. 

mailto:info@thtreesurgery.co.uk
http://www.thtreesurgery.co.uk
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October: 
12th Coffee Morning page 30 

14th Harvest Concert page   5 
18th Mobile Library page 12 

21st  Harvest Lunch page 10 
24th URA Meeting page 10 

 
November 

  7th Brass Band Concert page 29 

  9th Coffee Morning page 30 
10th 100th anniversary WW1 page 38 

11th Remembrance Sunday page 20 
15th Mobile Library page 12 

18th Wicken Christmas Market page 13 
 

 

December 
  1st Cheese & Wine page 23 

  9th Upware Christmas  page 19 
14th Coffee Morning page 30 

20th Mobile Library page 12 
 

 
 

Wicken Runners every Sunday from 7th Oct see page 9 

For Wicken Fen activities see page 16 

Parish Council Meetings are held in the Village Hall on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 1930 hrs. 

Wicken Windmill is open whenever the sails are turning. 

 

 

 

VILLAGE DIARY 
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Upware 1040 Ely Market Street 1355 

Wicken Church 1047 Stuntney 1401 

Soham High Street 1058 Barway 1410 

Barway 1110 Soham High Street 1422 

Stuntney 1119 Wicken Church 1433 

Ely Market Street 1125 Upware 1440 

Bus Times - Bus 117 - Thursday Service Only 

Monday  Service for Healing    see p. 30 
Monday  Horizon Ballet Academy   see p. 22 

Tuesday  Fen Tiggers      see p. 32 

Tuesday  Bible Study      see p. 30 

Wednesday  Swallowtails      see p. 14 

Wednesday  Wicken Coronation Band   see p. 22 

Wednesday  Home Group     see p. 30 

Thursday  Mixed Ability Pilates    see p. 30 

Friday  Art Class (contact Sue on 07484 616603) see p. 30 

Friday  Horizons Ballet Academy   see p. 30 

Sunday  Church Services  (Anglican)   see p.  

Sunday  Methodist Church Services   weekly 1030 hrs 

   For details of United Services  see p.  
 
 
To help keep the Village Diary as informative as possible please let 
me have details of any weekly/monthly activities or any planned 
events as far in advance as possible. Hopefully this will aid planning 
for Village activities and avoid clashes. 
 
The final copy date for articles for the December 2018/January 2019  
issue of Around & About is: 

FRIDAY 23rd NOVEMBER 2018 
 

For further details please refer to Editor’s Note on page 5 - thanks. 

VILLAGE DIARY - weekly  


